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In this issue….. 

… we take a look back at 2019 and all the good things that have been happening – 
achievements, expeditions, comps – which demonstrate what a great club Booker is. Let’s 
keep it that way! 

 
                                                          

 

Members’ achievements 

Congratulations to: 
 
Denis Campbell – Winner of the BGA Open Ladder for Booker 
 

Denis came top of the Open Ladder with 
16981 points, and also won the Distance 
Ladder with a total of 4005km flown in 14 flights. He also won the 
Booker Regionals. For more details of the Ladder and the 
Regionals, see later in this issue. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Luke Bishop and Stuart Whitehouse – first 100k and first comp task 
Luke and Stuart represented Booker as Novices in the first round of the 

InterClub League at Lasham. They did brilliantly, and 
gained confidence in XC flying as well as learning about 
turnpoints, nav devices……and retrieves. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Luke Bishop – Silver distance + Silver height 
Competing in the InterClub League was obviously good for Luke’s cross-country progress, 
he went on to achieve his Silver Distance and Height with an out and return to Enstone. 
 
Nikolas von Merveldt – Silver height 

Nik made good use of his newly acquired Discus to climb up to Silver. 
Unfortunately (for us) he has now moved to Geneva for work where he says 
he has been ‘enjoying the most sensational flying’ – although they pack 
everything away for the season in November, so no winter flying. 
 
 
 

 

Stuart Luke 
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First solos 
 
Sacha Kosogorin – starting young – Sacha did his first solo at age 14. 
 
Zulq Ashraf – Zulq thought it would be a good idea to learn proper flying before joining 
Easyjet to start his training to fly things with engines, so he joined us as a Junior member 
and achieved his first solo. 
 
Jetsada Machom – Jetsada signed up for a Get Your Solo course – 
which seems to have worked. 
 
Miros Kidon – Miros started with a Trial Lesson and progressed to the 
Get Your Solo course. 
 
Michael Crisell – Michael is a long-time power pilot and he came along to 
try something new.  
 
Mark Dyos – First solo at Aboyne, and conversion to Pegasus 
Mark went solo at Booker, then went on the Aboyne expedition and went solo at a very 
different airfield, and then converted to the Pegasus. In other news, he gained a place at 
CAE at Kidlington to train as an airline pilot. 
 
 
Maddi Roberts – Winner of the Easter Egg Cup Aeros Comp 
 

Maddi was way ahead of the other competitors to win the coveted 
trophy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Standard Aerobatics Badge 
 
Paul Field – Paul entered the Easter Egg Cup saying he had never 
done aeros before (except as a fighter pilot) but he learnt quickly 
enough to gain his Standard Aerobatics Badge – and take 2nd place! 
 
Gordon Walker – Gordon usually flies at Upavon with Wyvern GC but 
he has been visiting Booker to fly aerobatics with Graham, and achieved his Aerobatics 
badge one Tuesday evening. Booker is his natural home as his dad, Doug Walker, used to 
run Wednesday evenings some years ago. 
 
 
 
 

Miros 
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Instructor and Tug Ratings 
 
Paul Field – Full Cat rating, tug rating, conversion to Pawnee 
Paul took advantage of the Instructor Training Week to gain his Full Cat rating, and his tug 
rating. Since then he has converted to the Pawnee. 
 
Jeremy Gilbey – Basic Instructor 
 Our BGA Ladder Secretary 
 
Luke Bishop – Basic Instructor 
Luke has been busy this year (see above)! 
 
Stuart Whitehouse – Basic Instructor 
Stuart has also been making lots of progress (see above). 
 
Nikolas von Merveldt – Basic Instructor 
 
John Otty – Tug rating 
 

John took time off from his Treasurer duties to get his tug rating during 
the Instructor Training Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And some words of encouragement from DCFI Steve Williams (Ventus HA): 
 
During this ‘poor season’ I have: 
 
1. Flown my first 500k....didn’t count as a Diamond as I 

declared one to many turn points...don't care! Great task 
set by Nils. 

2. Flown my fastest task…..Didcot - Bicester at 96kph.....I am 
guessing still too slow for Tim. 

3. Had my highest day position in a Regionals...second 
place...just beaten by Jim who has subsequently won a day 
at the 15m Nationals! 

4. Stayed as top OLC* pilot at Booker...cheated a bit by starting the season in Australia.  
5. Landed out the furthest from my take-off airfield...112km from Klippeneck...thanks again 

to Denis who came to get me. 
 

What I like about gliding is that with a bit of effort you can carry on achieving. 
Steve 
 
*OLC = OnLine Contest: click here. A great way to record your flights and compete against 
fellow members, very easy – just upload your trace. 
 
                                                          

https://www.onlinecontest.org/olc-3.0/gliding/club.html?cc=30888&st=olcp&rt=olc&c=C0&sc=&sp=2019
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Graham Morfey, 1937 - 2019 

Graham Morfey died peacefully at home on 
Monday 2nd December. His wife, Margaret, and 
children were with him. 
 
Graham took up gliding in later life. He loved the 
sport and Booker Gliding Club – he served as 
Treasurer for several years. Graham also had 
sailing and boats in his blood, from his first 
Mirror Dinghy to the Bowman 45 (Flight of Time) 
that he and Margaret sailed around the world. 
Graham and Margaret celebrated their Diamond 
Wedding anniversary in June this year. 
 
His funeral will be at St Mary's Church, 
Whitchurch-on-Thames, RG8 7DG at 1:30pm on 
Monday 16th December. All friends and 
members are welcome. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          
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Ladder Corner 

It’s probably the end of the season now unless we get some inspirational 
ridge days, so here are the figures for BGA ladder flights recorded for this 
year.  
 
Congratulations to Denis Campbell who heads both points and distance 
ladders. Only the top 6 flights for each pilot count when calculating points 
on the open ladder. 
 
BGA National Ladder - Booker Open Ladder 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Booker Distance Ladder 2019 
 

Pilot total distance average distance flights 

Denis Campbell 4405.9 314.7 14 

Stephen Williams 3814.6 238.4 16 

Nils Wedi 3071.7 256 12 

George Hunter 1899.2 379.8 5 

Robert Smith 1712.3 285.4 6 

Ashley Birkbeck 1689.5 187.7 9 

John Otty 1278.2 255.6 5 

Geoffrey Lyons 1192.9 238.6 5 

Jane Moore 1059.6 151.4 7 

Jeremy Gilbey 744.7 148.9 5 

Mike Mee 528.7 264.3 2 

Jim White 508.3 254.2 2 

Alan Johnstone 315.6 315.6 1 

John Herman 310.7 310.7 1 

Howard Joseph 278.7 278.7 1 

Pilot 1 2 3 4 5 6  Points  Flights

Denis Campbell 3418 3008 2820 2787 2656 2292 16981 6

Nils Wedi 3723 2718 2348 2255 1904 1456 14404 6

Stephen Williams 2974 1913 1911 1909 1767 1709 12183 6

George Hunter 2962 2639 2308 2087 1259  11255 5

Robert Smith 2704 2447 2035 1615 1103 609 10513 6

Ashley Birkbeck 2209 1695 1613 1462 1306 1241 9526 6

John Otty 1940 1932 1624 1301 1110  7907 5

Geoffrey Lyons 2105 1918 1278 1268 853  7422 5

Jane Moore 1617 1072 831 770 706 647 5643 6

Jeremy Gilbey 1889 1149 424 334 293  4089 5

Jim White 1959 1420     3379 2

Mike Mee 1674 1161     2835 2

Howard Joseph 2099      2099 1

Alan Johnstone 2088      2088 1

John Herman 1779      1779 1
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The 2019 figures from the BGA ladder indicate 1,144,259km have been flown to date. 
At Booker this year we flew 22,811km with an average distance of 251km. In 2018 our total 
was 30,409km with an average distance of 253km, perhaps reflecting the better summer 
weather in 2018, particularly during the week on our Regionals. 
 
Looking at the OLC ladder, Steve Williams comes out on top with 32 flights shown, and 
Denis in second place with 18. Of Steve’s flights 8 were done in Australia while the rest of us 
were hibernating, but I think we can still give him the credit for the most flights. 
 
I know that many flights have not been put on the ladder, but I’m pleased to see more people 
putting theirs up. There is also a huge amount of local soaring which must account for many 
kilometres which are not recorded. Pilots have not always put competition flights on the 
ladder and several very active Booker pilots also do not record any of their flights. The 
handicap system we have been using may also distort the representation of some of the 
distances flown. 
 
This means that the figures presented here are not a true representation of the cross country 
and flying activities of Booker pilots but is the best guide from information available. 
 
For me availability and weather have not coincided well, but I continue to remain optimistic 
for next year.   
 
Best wishes to all  
Jeremy Gilbey – Ladder Steward 
 
Useful links 
 

BGA Ladder: https://www.bgaladder.net/Home 
 
On-Line Contest (OLC):  

https://www.onlinecontest.org/olc-3.0/secure/memberadmin.html?compid=new 
 
 
                                                          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bgaladder.net/Home
https://www.onlinecontest.org/olc-3.0/secure/memberadmin.html?compid=new
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Competitions  

The 16th International Easter Egg Cup Aerobatics Competition  

In line with tradition, the competition wasn’t actually held at Easter, but was none the worse 
for that. Maddi Roberts took the trophy, well ahead of 2nd place Paul Field, with George 
Darby in 3rd place. Here’s George discussing the finer points of the Joker sequence with 
Graham Saw. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BGA Inter Club Leagues 

 

After an absence of some years, Booker again fielded a team, flying at Lasham and then at 
Booker. We were outnumbered by a huge grid at Lasham and outclassed by a team of world 
champions when Lasham came to 
Booker, but it was a great 
opportunity for members new to 
comps to gain some experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nice finish, Jim 

Lasham invasion 
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…and Dave Byass 
 

Booker Red Kite Regionals 

 

Good weather and the usual excellent forecasting made for a successful week. The top 
places went to: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

There were a couple of adventurous retrieves…… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…..and some great finishes.  
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Events 

Whispering Wardrobes Vintage Weekend 

The report by David Underwood, who along with his father Peter restores vintage gliders, is 
worth repeating:  
 
We went to Whispering Wardrobes at Booker. Great time talking. They flew the blue thing 
which had a puncture. The old red thing flew a few times. At the end Graham Saw tried to fly 
the yellow thing straight, but that 
didn't work. It went all over the 
place, sometimes upside down. 
Then had a nice BBQ at the club 
house. A lovely day, thanks to all 
at Booker Gliding Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

How many people does it 
take to rig a Jaskółka? 

The yellow 
thing – a Luňák 

The red thing - 
Goofy the T21 

https://www.facebook.com/graham.saw?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARC6pQnAlCYl_fBTMLWbqfHNvYqYfH51hWz22mvmRFAZwBvxsepXVrvrje1D7eB9MhWTmYAiy79tPdNQ&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBZotU_rWgegrlcPH8WGOhVFGXT1Uc0_yHDqhx3yNXhp5vkUTI6vu6X3_ODL-INv4Mq2hX-sWqx2LOkBnIgswckaPTd2Z8B3azvRF8FOX8fYVBFjL1TBuQKgEMi4_4w-dzDs7DS37H0p6J68rhLTSMm6GX6k5MTKas_-DBrSXlcrmQReZcOTsi4RxqTkwC9EbRtxKREV8foNrYaXT_F1WLwy_wGSIM1eY13eg1iKuxKS2UAMQ3sFrpbgbeOd5XxEHeePrGHLhFLtruY5jvmnz2uVX5G7A2s-9qWS6S9602wfkUTbxra-TLMra7E7isbj_Fl8vY1xiZLaE8HfVB-UGASeg
https://www.facebook.com/booker.gliding?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARDPi5qWVzxSVLtbtG1NKtGHGqiqe4FRtszjPJo-fo3LiFxfZZBkLWtQqI2z94fynSbAMPXS4cc_2GzU&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBZotU_rWgegrlcPH8WGOhVFGXT1Uc0_yHDqhx3yNXhp5vkUTI6vu6X3_ODL-INv4Mq2hX-sWqx2LOkBnIgswckaPTd2Z8B3azvRF8FOX8fYVBFjL1TBuQKgEMi4_4w-dzDs7DS37H0p6J68rhLTSMm6GX6k5MTKas_-DBrSXlcrmQReZcOTsi4RxqTkwC9EbRtxKREV8foNrYaXT_F1WLwy_wGSIM1eY13eg1iKuxKS2UAMQ3sFrpbgbeOd5XxEHeePrGHLhFLtruY5jvmnz2uVX5G7A2s-9qWS6S9602wfkUTbxra-TLMra7E7isbj_Fl8vY1xiZLaE8HfVB-UGASeg
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Flying a piece of history 

A visit by two aircraft from the Shuttleworth Collection gave members an opportunity to 
experience the handling characteristics of vintage technology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                          

Tiger Moth 

Miles Magister 
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Expeditions  

Booker prides itself on its expeditions, and this year we had three excellent trips. Here is a 
sample of the good times we had. 
 

Lleweni Parc - Denbigh 

The season started with a March visit to Wales. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Orme from 
a great wave 

climb 

Part of the 
30km ridge 

An 800m 
runway 
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Klippeneck – southern Germany 

June saw a large contingent setting off south to fly along the Schwäbische Alb, south of 
Stuttgart and not far from the Black Forest. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The end of another 
great day 

Plenty of 
space 

A sky to dream of 
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Deeside Gliding Club – Aboyne, Aberdeenshire 

October’s destination was, as always, the UK’s best site for wave soaring, which this year 
produced some fantastic conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                          

Sunlit Cairngorms 

The two lochs, a 
useful landmark 

Moray Firth 

17,841ft !! 
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Farewell to a long-standing club member 

After 30 years at Booker, Mike Richardson is heading for pastures 
new, and moving to Welshpool in 2020. Mike grew up next to 
Edinburgh airport but he couldn’t afford power flying so his thoughts 
of flying had to wait until he was living in Hull where he used to get 
the bus to Wolds GC. Three winch launches a day was a start, but 
when he moved down south he joined Booker and found out about 
thermalling. He remembers in particular his first 300k in 1995. He 
contributed hugely to the club as a Full Cat instructor and tug pilot, 
in fact he spent three years working full time as an instructor. He 
also installed the webcam on the bus and supplied the club’s 
branded clothing range. 

We wish him all the best in his new life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
That’s Mike 2nd from left, but who can the others be? 

 
                                                          

 

Coming soon………. Winter Briefings  

All are welcome, but these briefings are designed with aspiring Bronze pilots in mind, 
covering topics in the Bronze exam as well as other useful areas. They will be held on 
Saturday mornings in the briefing room. 
 
Look out for the programme on the clubhouse noticeboard and in the newsletter. 
 
                                                          

 
 
 

Diamond Goals 
in the bag 

10th August 1995 

 

Mike in his 
natural habitat - 

GH 
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Winter hours – from Monday 28th October 2019 

Office 
Monday   closed 
Tuesday   1100 – 1300 
Wednesday to Friday 0800 – 1430 
Saturday / Sunday  0900 – 1530 
 
Flying  
Throughout the winter, if you wish to fly on Mondays you will need to recruit a tug pilot and 
contact Richard for approval. There will be no instructor in charge. From Tuesday to Sunday 
flying ops will be as normal. 
 

Festive opening times 
 
Tuesday 24th December:  half day (0800-1300) 
Christmas Day: no booked flying or instruction but open to authorised members 
Boxing Day: no booked flying or instruction but open to authorised members 
Friday 27th December: normal opening 
Saturday 28th December: normal opening 
Sunday 29th December: normal opening 
Monday 30th December: no booked flying or instruction but open to authorised members 
Tuesday 31st December: normal opening 
New Year’s Day: no booked flying, or instruction by open to authorised members 
 

 
 
                                                          

 

Dates for your diary 
 

2020  
 

14th – 29th March:  Lleweni Parc expedition  

9th / 10th May:   Inter Club Leagues - practice weekend 

15th / 16th May:  Elite London 

16th / 17th May:   Inter Club Leagues – Lasham leg 

11th – 13th June:  Aero Expo 

27th June:   Armed Forces Day 

13th – 28th June:  Summer expedition – destination tbc 

11th – 19th July:  Booker Regionals 

25th / 26th July:  InterClub Leagues – Booker leg 

10th – 25th October:  Aboyne expedition 

                                                       
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Club Communications 
We use a Yahoo email group, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way 
to communicate with the membership. We also use WhatsApp. Details are below. 
 

Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate. The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas 

about the Club. Send an email to: bookergc-forum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

Booker GC Expeditions – This group has been replaced by Whatsapp groups set up in the run up to each 
expedition. 
 

Booker GC X-C – This has been replaced by a Whatsapp group administered by the CFI, John Otty, Tim 
Scott, Jim White, Bob Smith, Jane Moore 
 

Booker GC Instructors – This has been replaced by a Whatsapp group administered by the CFI. 
 

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club 

news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club 
documents. The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as 
committee minutes need a user ID and password. To obtain these, go to the members’ page and click on the 
‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and membership number. 
 

For the latest news about what’s happening check out  
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub 

 
 

 
*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the Club or committee *** 
 

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please 
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com 
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