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A look back at a full year at Booker

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR LOYAL
MEMBERS, STAFF AND FRIENDS




December 2023

In this issue........

... we take a look back at 2023, back flying at Booker for over a year and concentrating on
building the club back up to its former strength, having fun and staying safe. But before we

Please respond to the CAA PMD consultation

The CAA is consulting on improvements to the Pilot Medical Declaration (PMD). Helpful
proposed improvements include extending the PMD to include those flying as pilot in
command while training towards an SPL. This is a critically important proposal that will
benefit a significant number of future glider pilots when SFCL requirements apply from
September 2025. Without this change, those pilots will be required to obtain an expensive
class 2 or LAPL medical certificate.

The BGA has supplied response guidance that is available here.

We strongly recommend that all club members, regardless of their experience, read the BGA
guidance and then respond online to the CAA consultation via the link supplied with the BGA
guidance. The consultation closes on 4th January 2024.

Members’ achievements

FIRST SOLOS

Flying solo for the first time is a significant step in learning to fly, so
congratulations to all.

Chey Anich came to gliding from paragliding, and has a number of other

interesting skills to his name from his day job as a stunt man.

Tom Hubscher is one of our Juniors who has quickly
become indispensable at the launchpoint

Archie Gherendi is also a Junior and has
progressed very rapidly to solo.

4| Archie
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Vijay Hanspal when not flying can be seen from time to time with
his ice cream machine, serving up delicious treats.

Richard Lever having joined us at Chiltern Park
did his first solo at Booker — a new site can be a
challenge — and followed it up with the first
cross-country task out of Booker since 2019.

TYPE CONVERSIONS

Dean Miller converted to the Pegase, and thoroughly
enjoyed it — that old excuse of ‘couldn’t get down’.

Alex Phillips converted to Graham Saw’s Lunak — more
about Alex below

BADGES

Simon Jones having completed his Bronze achieved his Silver
Distance with a flight to Enstone.

Leo Sentinella achieved his Silver Height and Duration flying at
Lleweni Parc, Denbigh during the BGA’s Winter Series for
. Juniors.

INSTRUCTOR RATINGS

James Giles obtained his Basic Instructor rating

Alex Phillips achieved his Assistant Instructor rating and then added an
Aerobatics Instructor rating to his portfolio.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Alex Phillips won the 2023 De Havilland Scholarship |
awarded by the Worshipful Company of Coachmakers
and Coach Harness Makers

The Sir Geoffrey de Havilland Flying Scholarship
enables a young person to gain a Private Pilot’s
Licence, it offers training to PPL standard in the
classic and vintage de Havilland DH82A Tiger Moths
of the Cambridge Flying Group.

COMPETITIONS

~- Alex Phillips, a member of Edgehill Gliding Centre, joined
. Booker in order to fly with ace aerobatics instructor Graham
Saw and train for the Dan Smith Aerobatics comp. Alex’s
practising paid off as he came away with the Dan Smith
Memorial Trophy. This is also the third time Graham has
trained a winner, so congratulations to both.

Tim Scott flew in the 15m class of Hahnweide’s 15% International

Competition, they had four task days and he won the first two, ending 4
up 7™ overall, behind the French flying as a team. 4-4

~Nils Wedi, who has relocated to Bonn, won the 35" Bad Breisiger
Gliding Week

k John Otty came top of the BGA racing ladder for
Booker.
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Ashley Birkbeck and Jan McCoshim flew in the
Dunstable Regionals. Both had day wins in their

respective classes and Jan came 3' overall in her
class.

Rob Kehr took his beautiful Super Javelot to the 50" International rally of
the Vintage Glider Club rally at Aston Down (29 Aug — 6 Sep) where he
won a commendation for its restoration.
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Expeditions

Booker likes to go places, and our expeditions are open to all, from pre-solo to pundit. Flying
from another site in different conditions is an excellent way to learn or polish skills. And it's a
great way to get to know your fellow members.

The spring expedition to Lleweni Parc, Denbigh coincided with heavy snowfall over north
Wales, which stayed on the hills for a few days. This was succeeded by some very stormy
weather, with southerly winds and a fair amount of rain — not ideal on an airfield with an E-W
runway, but it did sharpen up our crosswind landing skills. We made the most of the flyable
days and had some great wave flights, and a bit of fun on the ridge.
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Teeny tiny tug

In May the Wycombe Air Park was closed for a few days for some kind of event, so a bunch
of members went off to Cotswold Gliding Club, Aston Down for a long weekend to enjoy
flying off a looong hard runway and over the Cotswold edge.

Getting ready for the
day
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Somewhere in Gloucestershire

October saw us once again at Deeside Gliding Club, Aboyne, the best place for exploring
wave. Our expedition was bookended by two storms bringing huge amounts of rain and lots
of flooding. However we made the most of the weather on offer, with flights to Loch Tay,
Glenshee and Braemar, as well as some interesting days exploring the interaction between
wave and thermal. The scenery was as stunning as ever.

Lochnagar, just up the glen from Ballater
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River Dee

Summertime.............

During what passed for a summer this year we were kept busy flying school groups
sponsored by the Honourable Company of Air Pilots. We co-operate with this programme
in order to inspire the next generation of pilots, and it seems to work. One student as a result
of her experience changed her post-18 career choices to (1) commercial pilot scholarship
and (2) degree apprenticeship in the field of aviation.

RS
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The team from Saracens High School
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Paul Brice organised a couple of task weekends — the weather was not ideal but those that
took part had fun and improved skills. Paul intends to run more weekends next year — see
Dates for your Diary below.

The Marketing Team got out and
about, bringing gliding to the
attention of those who have not
yet had the good fortune to try it.
We rigged a glider in a tight spot
at Bucks New University in
Wycombe, and accepted
invitations to the Air Britain 75
Anniversary event at White
Waltham, RAF Northolt’s
Families Day and the Booker
Common Fete.

Unexpected glider at BNU

Social events

Members enjoyed two
barbeques at the Air
Adventures café overlooking the
airfield, one on Midsummer Day
and one in early September
after a day of launchpoint ice
cream (thanks Vijay) and T21
flying. It was good to re-connect |
with old friends.
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\ Midsummer

We also had a few fish ‘n’ chip Fridays after the hangar doors were closed, an excellent
way to end the week. And we saw in December with a buffet social in our newly refurbished
clubhouse.

The simulator flies again

A great deal of dedication on the part of a team with amazing tech skills has resulted in an
upgraded simulator which is now available for training sessions, very valuable during the
winter when real flying is often not possible. Look out for announcements on the club
Whatsapp group.

Another opportunity
for training in the
virtual world is the
Condor group which
flies on Sunday
evenings. Thisis a
useful way to learn
cross-country skills
as prep for your first
Silver distance
attempt, and for
existing cross-
country pilots to hone
skills without the
expense of a retrieve.
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Improvement projects

Members mucked in to improve the club’s facilities on two projects this year. Firstly the
launchpoint bus, a replacement for the disintegrating double-decker and the ‘ice cream
cart’, we now have a conveniently sized vehicle equipped with all we need. This wouldn’t
have happened without a lot of work, both skilled and unskilled — there is always something
you can do to help.

Experience the purest most naty

Discover Gliding

wwwbook
# Trial Lessons ® Courses
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Secondly, thanks to Jon Sugden, whose company was moving offices, we have replaced
almost all the clubhouse furniture and laid carpet everywhere, resulting in a much more
comfortable space for briefings and socialising. Again this was carried out by teams of
members over about three evenings.

Looking good ]
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And finally........

A huge thank you to everyone who helps to keep the show on the road — the visible ones -
instructors, tuggies and launchpoint helpers — and also those who look after the buggies and
bus, fix the computers, mow the grass, empty the bins, anyone who notices something that
needs doing, and gets on and deals with it. Not forgetting Jenni in the office, John in the tug
workshop, David our summer instructor, and the committee. The club could not operate
without you.

Winter hours

Office
The office is staffed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. The email address is
office@bookergliding.co.uk

Flying

Throughout the winter, Trial lessons and courses will be flown on Saturdays and Sundays.
Flying on weekdays will be for members only, on demand, arranged on Whatsapp.

Festive opening times

Airfield closed 24t — 31st December 2023

Dates for your diary (subject to change)

2023

oth — 24t March: Spring expedition to Lleweni Parc

13t — 14" April: Task weekend — thc

11t — 121 May: Task weekend — thc

17th — 18t May: Elite show — no gliding at Booker, maybe a mini expedition
8th — ot June: Task weekend — thc

10t — 11 August: Task weekend - thc

5th — 20t October: Aboyne expedition - tbc
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Club Communications
We use WhatsApp groups, as below:

Booker Gliding Club — general club information and notifications including details of online daily
briefings

Booker Instructors — information and swap requests for instructors
Booker Expeditions —set up in the run up to each expedition.
Booker XC — for tasks, cross country discussion and feedback

If you wish to be included in any of these groups, contact the CFI.
Booker Chat - for general chitchat — contact Jane Moore

Condor Flyers — for those wanting to join in Condor group sessions — contact Bob Smith or Henry
Ross or ask for a link on the main Whatsapp group.

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest
Club news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and
informative Club documents. The Members’ page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but
certain documents, such as committee minutes need a user ID and password. To obtain these, go to
the members’ page and click on the ‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and
membership number.

For the latest news about what’s happening check out
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub

All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Club or committee

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com

Published by Booker Gliding Club
WYCOMBE AIR PARK, MARLOW, BUCKS SL7 3DP
Office Tel: 01494 442501
Booker Gliding Club Ltd is a company registered in England with company number 1492733
Registered office address: Wycombe Air Park, Booker, Marlow, Bucks, SL7 3DP
VAT number: 350 4182 83
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