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Booker Gliding Club will be taking part in the 2019 British Gliding Association Inter-Club 
League (ICL). Although it is some time since Booker took part, many will be aware that we 
ran the ICL final at Booker last year, and that it was a very successful event.  
 
The ICL is designed to introduce pilots to competitive cross-country gliding by providing a 
well-supported weekend of task flying with simple rules, a relaxed launching and starting 
process and a lot of fun. If you are anywhere between a Silver Badge and World Champion, 
then you will enjoy flying this event. Clubs from across the country take part, initially in 
separate leagues; for our league we will take part with pilots from Parham and Lasham. 
There will be two events in our league:  
 

Away, at Lasham on 8th / 9th June 
Home, at Booker on 27th / 28th July 

 
The best team will go through to the national final over August Bank Holiday. 
 
A team comprises three pilots from the club, Novice, Intermediate and Pundit.   
A rough guide to these groups is:  
 
Novice - pilots who have not yet completed a 300k qualifying for Gold Distance 
Intermediate - any pilot who has not flown a 500k qualifying for Diamond Distance 
Pundit - of course, anyone can be a pundit.  
 
The rules at league level are flexible with simple grand prix style scoring, and allow for the 
best to be made of the weather. You can fly on just one day or more than one, or share the 
days with another club member.  It is also possible for additional (non-scoring) pilots to take 
part on each day (like a task weekend). 
 
We have a few pilots lined up already, and we will be going around bending a few ears. 
There will be a crew to help you, we will also be negotiating good rates for anyone wishing to 
use club gliders. Interested in taking part, or helping out?  For more details, please see the 
club notice board or contact Bob Sinden or Bob Smith. 
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The CFI’s update 
During the last week of April we held our annual instructor training 
week at Booker with the aim of the week to devote 7 days to train 
both current and new instructors.   
 
Booker is the only club in the UK which runs such a week and we 
were lucky to have Mike Fox from the BGA visit us to see what it is 
we do here. The BGA visit was also to check to see if we are a 
suitable club to run the full instructor course (modules A to D). I'm 
really pleased to say they signed us off! 
 
During the week we saw a number of members training as Basic 
Instructors, others working towards becoming Flight Instructors, some new tug pilots and 
even one new fully rated instructor. We also saw current instructors converting to new types 
such as the Duo Discus and T21 and learning new skills such as side slipping and 
aerobatics.  
 
Morning and evening briefings also formed an important part of the week and for those who 
aren't instructors you'll see a lot more emphasis put on briefings each day. We are also 
looking at new ways of recording safety occurrences which don't involve filling in lots of 
paperwork. During the week we trialled what was called the 'Hot De-brief'. The main aim of 
the de-brief was to discuss the day’s events and for a nominated Flight Safety Officer to 
record any relevant parts of the discussion so any occurrences, no matter how minor, could 
be put into our safety record database.  
 
For the past few years we have devoted a lot of time into getting as many approvals as 
possible so that we have the ability to teach our members any skill that they wish to learn. In 
time we hope to be able to run these courses for glider pilots from all over the UK whose 
clubs do not have the required resources as we very much envisage ourselves becoming 
one of the primary training establishments in the UK. However, for the short term we want to 
run courses for our members only so that we can fine-tune and perfect the way we deliver 
them. I've listed below some of the courses that we can run, if you're interested in any, 
please do drop me an email: 
 

 Sailplane Towing Rating 
 Touring Motor Glider Rating 
 Aerobatic Rating: Basic to Advanced 
 Aerobatic Instructor Rating: Basic to Advanced 
 CAA Display Authorisation 
 Sailplane Cloud Flying Rating 
 Basic Instructor 
 Basic Instructor Coach 
 Flight Instructor  
 Flight Instructor Coach 

 
Safe flying 
Richard  
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Starting young 
Even the birds have noted our capacity for flight training, although this poor robin chose the 
wrong place to build its on-site 
accommodation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Members’ achievements 
Paul Field – Full Cat rating, tug rating, conversion to Pawnee 
 

Paul seems to be racking up achievements at the moment. Following 
on from his Aeros badge he took advantage of the Instructor Training 
Week to gain his Full Cat rating, and also found time to complete his 
tow training for a tug rating. And he’s now converted to the Pawnee. 
What next, Paul? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Otty – Tug rating 
 

John also spent the week on tug training and completed his tug 
rating. He’s pictured here in last year’s Regionals, when it was a bit 
warmer. 
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Kamil Dutkiewicz – conversion to Pawnee 

 
Kamil, our seasonal tug pilot, is settling into life at Booker and has 
converted to the Pawnee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Zulq Ashraf – first solo 
 

Zulq will be joining Easyjet soon to start his training to fly things with 
engines, but he thought it would be a good idea to learn proper flying 
first, so he joined us as a Junior member and has just achieved his 
first solo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jetsada Machom – first solo 
 

Jetsada is on a Get Your Solo course – it seems to have worked! 
Let’s hope this is the first solo of many. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

New gliding frequencies…… 

The BGA reports that a number of additional 8.33 channels have been 
allocated for gliding use. The allocations and use have been approved by 
CAA and Ofcom and apply with immediate effect. The channels are 
shown in the table below. Please note that the cloud flying channel has 
changed. Although the BGA and CAA wanted to continue with the 
existing cloud flying channel, Eurocontrol, which allocates frequency  
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usage, could not provide adequate protection, hence the revised cloud flying channel. 
Please make sure these frequencies are in your glider radio and hand-held. 
 

channel primary use secondary use notes 

129.905 Ground retrieval Parachute/hang glider shared channel 

129.980 
Common glider frequency within 10nm radius and up 
to 3,000ft above approved airfields 

no secondary use 

118.685 
Common glider frequency within 10nm radius and up 
to 3,000ft above approved airfields 

no secondary use 

130.105 In-flight situational awareness no secondary use 

130.130 In-flight situational awareness no secondary use 

130.535 Cloud flying 
In-flight situational 
awareness 

 

129.890 Comps Coaching  

130.405 Comps Coaching  

 
 
Tip for remembering the new numbers: The frequencies shown in green are the old 25kHz 
channels plus .005, eg 129.975 changes to 129.980. Bear in mind that the use may have 
changed. The frequencies shown in black are completely new numbers. 
 

……..and a few more 

The BGA also reports that after a few years and a lot of money spent, the Air Cadets are 
flying again. They will be winching from a number of sites, in particular Little Rissington. 
The Air Cadets have asked that passing gliders remain clear of the winch overhead and 
the circuit. Also, any glider needing to land should seek permission on 124.100 
(changing to 120.775 soon). 

Other sites and channels are: 
Upavon  124.100 
Tern Hill  122.100 
Syerston  128.525 
Topcliffe  125.000 
Kirknewton  124.100 
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Is your Flarm working? 
If your Flarm has stopped working, it is quite likely that the firmware is out of date. 
The latest version of Flarm firmware is 6.67, it will function until 31 October 2020. Anything 
earlier than 6.42 will have stopped working on 31 January 2019. Here is a table of versions 
issued to date. 
 

version issue date will work until 
6.42 06 Nov 2017 31 Oct 2019 
6.60 11 Jul 2018 31 Jan 2020 
6.62 16 Oct 2018 31 May 2020 

quickly superseded by   
6.63 31 Oct 2018 31 May 2020 
6.67 4 Mar 2019 31 Oct 2020 

 
(info source https://flarm.com/wp-content/uploads/man/FTD-037-FLARM-Firmware-release-
notes.pdf 
 
There are several ways to find the version you have in your Flarm. 

1. You could check the lights on the display for Classic/Swiss Flarm but it’s a bit tedious. 
2. If you loaded the last update from an SD card, look at the file name, eg. 

cf_6_63_07d10ec6e_exp_31_may_2020.fw (which also shows you the expiry date) 
3. Look in the FLARMDEV.CSV which should be on your card and shows information 

about your Flarm including the versions of firmware you have loaded. 
4. Look in an igc file from your Flarm, eg. HFRFWFirmwareVersion:Flarm-IGC06.42 
5. This won’t work if your firmware is 6.40 or earlier! 

 
Have a look at the KTRAX web site https://www.kisstech.ch/ktrax/. Use the Range analyser 
tool and insert the code your Flarm uses to identify itself, eg. DF08E6 (the built-in id for G-
BHUU) or 405817 (the icao code for KCZ). The resultant display will show you the firmware 
version number (and a view of the radiation pattern of your Flarm). There are shortcuts to 
this display (insert your own Flarmid at the end): https://www.kisstech.ch/cgi-bin/flarm-
txrange.cgi?command=plot&flarmid=405817 

 
Or perhaps more convenient, look on Spot the gliders (live.glidernet.org) when you have 
been flying or your Flarm is powered up on the airfield (untick the ‘Ignore Offline’ box unless 
the Flarm is still running), click on your glider and then click on the Device Id: link – this will 
take you straight to the KTRAX Flarm range analyser/signal strength page. 
 
Peter Wyld 
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Weather Websites and Apps 
In the old days, if the forecast on the telly said dry with sunny intervals people went gliding, 
and if the synoptic chart showed a ridge behind a cold front with a north-westerly we 
expected a good day. Nowadays people want to know where to go and what size task to do 
and many glider pilots spend time seeking out the most useful websites for their weather 
briefings. There are so many options and scenarios it’s unrealistic to provide a list of all the 
sites available, pilots need to review the different sites and make use of their browser 
favourites to group together the ones that they find useful. Over time, you will get a feel for 
how accurate your chosen sites are, and when it is appropriate to use them. We’ll put some 
of the more useful ones in the newsletter over the next few months. Select the ones you 
think will be of benefit to you and save them. 
 
If you have a favourite, or spot a new or revised site, why not send a link along with some 
comments about the site’s main features to the Editor for inclusion next month.  
 
This month we feature: 
 

 
 

Website - MetCheck Aviation  
https://www.metcheck.com/HOBBIES/aviation_forecast.asp?LocationID=3409 
 
Useful if you are flying locally at Booker because you can get a hourly forecast for Booker 
Airfield. As well as the usual weather info it gives wind at two heights, cumulus cloudbase 
and coverage.  
 

App – Avia Weather 
If you want to know current cloudbase or dewpoint, or whether it is still foggy on 
the Oxfordshire plain, the hourly METAR from Benson (EGUB) is always useful. 
There are now many websites and apps that provide decoded METARs.  Avia 

Weather is a simple to use, free Android app that will quickly show you the latest METAR. 
Similar apps exist for the iPhone. 
 

Website – Windy.com   
www.windy.com  
As the name suggests, a good site for visualising the wind. Lots of layers enable 
you to watch everything from temperature to thunderstorms. A special feature is 

that it allows users to switch the forecasting model that is being used, for instance 
Meteoblue, ECWMF or GFS, and to see the differences. If you zoom in and click on the 
name of a town you will get a Meteogram for the next few days. Not recommended if you just 
want a quick gliding forecast though; sometimes less is more! 
 
And finally…………don’t forget that forecasts aren’t always right. Sometimes you will miss a 
nice day when the forecast was poor, or turn up expecting a mega day and it just isn’t. But 
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there’s probably something you can learn by flying, even if the forecast is wrong – improving 
your thermal centring, doing a short task fast – don’t miss opportunities! 
 
Bob Smith 
 

 

How to access the daily briefing from home 
In the clubhouse we have an electronic noticeboard outside the office giving information 
about the day, including NOTAMs and weather. It is also used for comp updates during the 
Regionals. In addition, we have a ‘magic’ whiteboard in the briefing room which is used to 
give daily briefings. This information is more extensive than that on the e-noticeboard. 
 
Both these displays are updated by the duty instructor by about 0930 when they have 
reached the club and gathered all the relevant information. The information is designed to be 
used for the daily briefing 
 
If you can’t make it to the club in time for the briefing, or would like to view it from the comfort 
of your breakfast table, take note of this link – make sure that the date on the briefing is 
correct: 
 
Briefing room: www.bookermembers.co.uk/briefing   
 
Please note: 
 the screens are designed to be presented on the eWhiteboard system in the briefing 

room, they may not look so good on your own device. 
 data is not updated during the day as the duty instructor will be on 

the field so if you arrive later in the day you should check for runway 
changes when you get to the club 

 the forecast is not a guarantee and conditions may have changed 
(for better or worse) by the time you arrive 
 

NB pilots are responsible for checking NOTAMs for their chosen task. 
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Pilot profile   
This month we feature another of our hard-working cadets.  

Matthew Barnes 

What got you interested in aviation?  
 
I’ve been interested from a young age. We used to go on 
holiday to the Channel Islands, I liked the flights, and my dad 
flew power planes at WAP. I have lots of family in the military, 
one grandad was a reservist and worked on logistics for the 
Paras, he did some jumps, the other grandad was in the RMP 
[Royal Military Police], so I wanted to join the services. I joined 
1811 Marlow Squadron Air Cadets in 2014 and I’ve done lots 
of flying with them at Halton and Benson. I’ve been thinking of 
doing the selective pilot courses leading to a PPL but I haven’t 
yet been successful. 
 
When did you start gliding? 
 
Maddi [Roberts – another of our cadets] recommended Booker and I started as a cadet in 
mid-2017. I’m now really into gliding, but I still want to join the RAF as an engineer. 
 
What's the buzz? 
 
It’s a lot more free than power flying, there’s no big engine up front, no need to keep 
checking the oil pressure and so on, you can concentrate on the actual flying. 
 
What stage are you at? 
 
I've only done three flights so far, I’m currently doing ground tasks to build up points so I can 
have a week of flying, I think I’ll make better progress that way. 
 
What are your goals? 
 
I’m looking forward to starting training properly, and I’d like to get into aerobatics. 
 
Do you remember any significant moments? 
 
When I first went up in a Grob Tutor, the instructor did some aeros, the first figure was a stall 
turn and we went into a tail slide. It was scary but it didn’t put me off. 
 
 
What do you enjoy besides flying? 
 
I like swimming, I used to compete and I’m trying to get back into it because I miss it. As 
prep for competitions, I used to do 36 lengths of 50m in under 30 minutes, using a mix of 
strokes. 
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Do you have any advice for our readers? 
 
Make sure you have something you want to achieve every time you come to the club. If you 
don’t make your goal, re-set it or push yourself more. 
 
 

 

Arrangements for flying during this year’s airfield events 
There are several events being held at Booker this year which will have an impact upon our 
gliding operation. Historically with events such as AeroExpo we have relocated to Thame, 
however, as that airfield has now closed, it is no longer an option for us. As a result I have 
had to make some alternative arrangements which are detailed below: 
 
The Elite London: 17th - 18th May 
This event is mostly contained within the hangar complex with car parking in the helicopter 
taxi lane.  We will therefore conduct a normal operation at Booker, although with some 
downwind calls and a bit of additional briefing. There will be a couple of short closure periods 
for an air display.  
 
AeroExpo: 13th - 15th June 
AeroExpo uses the entire airfield and there is no space for us to operate safely. I have 
arranged for us to fly at Bicester between 11th and 17th June. The operation at Bicester will 
predominantly be for single seat flying, although there will be some training available, 
including winching. Please note that this event falls during the Klippeneck expedition.  
 
Armed Forces Day: 29th June 
Like AeroExpo, the Armed Forces Day will take over the entire airfield for the day. As they 
require a day to set up and another to clear away, I have again arranged to fly at Bicester 
between 28th and 30th June. The flying operation there will be the same as for AeroExpo.  
 
Richard Crockett 
 

 

 

Dates for your 2019 diary  
 

17th – 18th May:  The Elite, London 

8th – 9th June   Inter Club League at Lasham 

8th – 23rd June:  Klippeneck expedition 

13th – 15th June:  Aero Expo 

29th June:   Armed Forces Day 

13th – 21st July:  Booker Regionals 

27th – 28th July  Inter Club League at Booker 

14th – 15th September: Whispering Wardrobes Vintage weekend 

12th – 27th October:  Aboyne expedition 
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Club Communications 
We use Yahoo email groups, which we encourage all members to subscribe to, in order to provide a quick way 
to communicate with the membership. We also use WhatsApp. Details are below. 
 
Booker XC WhatsApp group – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country. Provides the opportunity 
to share task ideas, co-ordinate rigging etc. Ask an instructor to add you.  
 
Booker GC Forum – Open to all members to participate. The Forum provides the opportunity to share ideas 
about the Club. Send an email to: bookergc-forum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 
Booker GC Expeditions – Open to all members to participate. Send an email to: 
bookergc-expeditions-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 
Booker GC X-C – Targeted towards those pilots who fly cross-country or who aspire to develop their cross-
country skills. Send an email to: bookergc_xc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
and include your name and membership number when applying. 
 
Booker GC Instructors – This is for Booker instructors only to email each other easily. Mainly used for 
swapping duty days. Send an email to: bookergc_instructors-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and 
include your name and membership number when applying. 
 

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club 
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative Club 
documents. The Members page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain documents, such as 
committee minutes need a user i/d and password. To obtain these, go to the members’ page and click on the 
‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and membership number. 
 

For the latest news about what’s happening check out  
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/ and https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub 

 
 
*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the Club or committee *** 
 

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please 
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com 
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