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Aston Down expedition 15" — 19" May

While Wycombe Air
Park was closed for
an event, a number
of members took
the Duo Discus to
Aston Down, home
to Cotswold Gliding
Club. Along with a
couple of private
owners they were
able to practise
some cross-country
tasks, with great
views of the Severn
and, for the bold,
Wales.

It's always useful to
practise flying at a
different airfield,
having to think out
the circuit from first
principles, which is
one very good
reason to go on the
club’s expeditions.
Deiniol also took
the opportunity to
try out winch
launching

%
Cheltenham
.

Many thanks to Jon Sugden for leading the expedition and keeping everyone safe.

Our next planned trip is to Aboyne, Aberdeenshire, the best place in the UK for mountain
wave. Make sure 12t — 27t October is in your diary. All levels welcome, including pre-solo.
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Member achievements

Mika Risicato who joined us
recently, has re-soloed after
previously going solo in Australia
some years ago. Seen here with his
instructor Steve Williams.

Gary Fletcher has achieved his
first solo after a bit of a lay off over
the winter. Seen here with his
instructor Oliver Roberts.

Gary had enough energy left to
take Luke round Bicester-
Didcot (100k) in the Duo.
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Tim Scott achieved second place in
..‘ the 56th International Hahnweide
Competition, Germany, a great
performance. Tim is currently
competing in the 18m Nationals at
Lasham.

Summer social — 10" August

A date for your diary - we will be having a barbecue and our annual summer social and
reunion from 1800 on Saturday 10" August 2024. This will take place on the airfield at
the Air Adventures café following the same successful formula as last year.

Details of costs and how to register will be sent out via WhatsApp and email within the next
couple of weeks.
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Instructor news

Congratulations to John Otty and Luke Bishop who have
been working hard to achieve their BGA Assistant Instructor
ratings.

A big welcome to our summer team, Ollie Roberts and Adam Berrisford. Ollie will be
working weekdays and Adam will be covering Friday to Sunday. Please make them
welcome. Member instructors will of course continue to support the operation, so there
should be plenty of opportunities for instructional flying.

Task weekend = 8" /9" June

Paul Brice is organising another weekend for members of all levels to practise cross-country
skills, with opportunities for two-seater tasks as well as single seaters. Look out for news on
the main Whatsapp group.
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Bronze and Cross-country endorsements

Going solo is a fantastic achievement, no doubt one which will stay in your memory as a
significant moment. But it is just the first step on your journey to become a qualified pilot.
The next step is to progress towards Bronze standard and this BGA page Bronze and Cross
Country Endorsements - Pilot & Club Info (gliding.co.uk) outlines what you need to do next.

Our club website (members area) is being updated and now has a Training Materials page
linking a range of resources to help you to your first solo and onwards through Bronze,
Cross Country endorsement and beyond. If you get stuck, take a look here: Training
materials and videos — Booker Gliding Club. And don’t forget that our instructors are there to
help you with any sticky patches, you only have to ask.

If we have too much rain, there will be an initiative to do some bronze preparation for both
theory and in the simulator. Keep an eye on WhatsApp for news on this.

Club website improvements

The club website was recently re-hosted in order to fix some issues and give it a boost in
performance. New content is being added (mostly in the members area) and outdated links
refreshed.

If you are interested in curating or producing any content, new pages or sections then that
would be a fantastic help — you can take full credit for any additions. You can discuss this
with Bob Smith or just produce something (for instance In Word) and send it to him for
inclusion. If you would like to update the site directly from any PC (or even phone) this is
now a quick and straightforward process (with just a little Wordpress familiarisation). Free IT
training!

Flarm update

A new update version 7.24 has been released, it will be valid until 28 February 2026.

Firmware download available here: Documents, manuals and firmware - FLARM

Release notes: FTD-037-FLARM-Firmware-release-notes-7.24.pdf
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Dates for your 2024 diary

8th — ot June: Task weekend

10t — 11 August: Task weekend

10" August: Summer social and reunion

12t — 27t October: Autumn expedition — Deeside GC, Aboyne

Club Communications
We use WhatsApp groups, as below:

Booker Gliding Club — general club information and notifications including details of online daily
briefings

Booker Instructors — information and swap requests for instructors
Booker Expeditions — set up in the run up to each expedition.
If you wish to be included in any of these groups, contact the CFI.

Booker XC — for tasks, cross country discussion and feedback — contact Jane Moore or ask for a link
on the main Whatsapp group

Booker Chat - for general chitchat — contact Jane Moore

Condor Flyers — for those wanting to join in Condor group sessions — contact Bob Smith or Henry
Ross or ask for a link on the main Whatsapp group.

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest
Club news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and
informative Club documents. The Members’ page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but
certain documents, such as committee minutes, need a user ID and password. To obtain these, go to
the members’ page and click on the ‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and
membership number.

For the latest news about what’s happening check out
https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub

The Booker blog is no longer maintained but has a wealth of pics and stories from
previous years
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/

*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Club or committee ***
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Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com

Published by Booker Gliding Club
WYCOMBE AIR PARK, MARLOW, BUCKS SL7 3DP
Office Tel: 01494 442501
Booker Gliding Club Ltd registered in England, number 1492733
Registered office: Wycombe Air Park, Booker, Marlow, Bucks, SL7 3DP
VAT number: 350 4182 83
© Booker Gliding Club 2024
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