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Member achievements

A TRIO OF SOLOS

Tom Hubscher, age 16, who has been attending regularly after
school and at weekends, set the trend for October when he
achieved his first solo.

Next in line for first solo was Vijay Hanspal, slightly older than 16,
seen here on ice-cream making duty — Vijay has many talents.

The final first solo for the month was Archie Gherendi, also age
16, who has only recently joined the club but has made rapid
progress.

Meanwhile, Alex Phillips has added to his
portfolio by converting to Graham Saw’s
Lunak.
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David McGrath

Over the summer we have become used to seeing David busy
at the launchpoint on Mondays and Tuesdays, and he has been
very popular with members and students able to fly on
weekdays. Now that summer is well and truly over, David is no
longer working for us, but he hopes to pop up on the occasional
weekend to help out with gaps in the instructor rota.

Many thanks to David for his hard work in helping us out and
keeping us in the air. See you again soon!

Aboyne expedition

Every autumn for the past few decades the club has gone on expedition to Aberdeenshire to
fly at Deeside Gliding Club, Aboyne, to enjoy flying in mountain wave over the Cairngorms.
Booker expeditions are open to everyone, including pre-solo, as we always take a two-
seater. Flying from a different site is an excellent way to improve your skills, especially in
circuit-planning. The expedition experience is of course weather-dependent, to avoid
disappointment it is best to treat the trip as a holiday with a bit of gliding thrown in. And this
year the weather certainly had a lot to offer, not always in a good way.

The first weekend of the expedition, when members were driving up to Scotland, was very
wet indeed. The trailer park was very busy, so much so that Booker set up its own base at
the west end, away from all the big wings down the other end.

The first week provided some great flying, it was fairly
windy and the circuits were on occasion a bit frisky, but the
Duo Discus was kept busy with 200k flights to Loch Tay-
Dufftown and Keith-Glenshee. Others explored the valley to
Braemar, over to Corgarff Castle, and other destinations
west. Then the wind dropped, but there was still interesting
flying to be had trying to work out the interaction between
thermal and wave. The news was dominated by the
approach of Storm Babet, and some members chose to
leave early. The hardy few stayed on, and then got stuck
because all the roads out were closed by floods. Our
sympathies go to those in the east of Scotland, in
Aberdeen, Stonehaven and Brechin, who bore the brunt of L[ Time for a bit of oxygen ] 1
the flooding.

Many thanks to Deeside Gliding Club for their hospitality and to Richard Crockett and Doug
Hilton for instructing. Here are a few pics to show readers what they missed!
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Sunrise on a busy launchpoint

Sunrise on a busy launchpoint

Looking down on the Halton Duo Discus
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Dee Valley — there’s a German glider in
one of those fields by the river

Lucy Wootton, CFI of Edgehill GC, joined us for part
of the expedition, here she is taking off in the ASW19
which she kindly towed up to Scotland
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Lochnagar, just up the glen from Ballater

Morvern, reliable local wave
generator
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Made it to the end of the runway, and of
the rainbow

Get comfortable using the radio

Talking on the radio while still concentrating on flying the glider can seem very daunting, but
it's a useful skill and just requires a bit of practice. The BGA is once again running a Flight
Radio Telephony Operator’s Licence (FRTOL) course, with two start dates — 5" December
and 9" January. The course combines self-study video lectures, practice scripts and weekly
interactive Zoom sessions. The courses run on Tuesday evenings, each course lasts for 3
weeks.

The practical exam is customised for gliding, but passing it still leads to an unrestricted,
ICAO-compliant FRTOL that allows full use of the radio in any aircraft, including motor
gliders or any other powered aircraft. The BGA course therefore also covers R/T procedures
for powered flight. FRTOL candidates must also pass a short multiple-choice theory exam,
and the course provides training for this.

The course costs £30, which covers Zoom fees and other expenses, with any surplus going
to good gliding causes. There’s no obligation to take the FRTOL exams at the end of the
course. Also welcome is anyone who just wants to learn the right way to use the radio, or
already has a FRTOL and would like to refresh their skills.

If you’d like to participate, please register now at http://tinyurl.com/frtol
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Laws and Rules - refresher

Gliding takes place under a mix of national, retained-EU and self-regulation. The BGA’s
Laws and Rules webpage sets out all the regulations governing our sport in one handy
place. It is well worth reading — or re-reading — the section on Managing Flying Risk
which sets out the law and regulations as well as providing useful advice on, for
example, currency, safe rigging, avoiding collision and safe thermal soaring.

The simulator flies again!

Recently when rain stopped play we
did some acceptance testing in the
Booker Sim. Recent first solo Archie
had a go in the instructor’s seat to
show Aiden (one flight in a glider so
far) the ropes, or more appropriately
the pedals. The simulator was
configured as a fully ballasted Duo
Discus and they did well soaring the
mountain slopes around Lake
Pukaki. Unfortunately, after 30 mins
they learnt the hard way why you don’t
thermal into cloud in the mountains.

We hope to have some
regular Sim training sessions
— evenings and bad weather
days. Keep an eye on the
Whatsapp group for news.
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Medicals for glider pilots

At the moment — until 301" September 2025 - gliding is governed by BGA rules, and there is
no requirement for solo pilots to hold a CAA Sailplane Pilot Licence (SPL). You can however
convert your BGA gliding certificate to an SPL on application to the BGA. You will need one
of the following:

- CAA pilot medical declaration (PMD)
- Light Aircraft Pilot Licence (LAPL) medical certificate
- Class 2 medical certificate

The cheapest option is the (PMD).
After 30 September 2025, solo pilots applying for an SPL will need to obtain a LAPL or

Class 2 medical certificate, which is expensive. The CAA is currently consulting on whether
to allow a PMD to be used.

It is vital that as many people as possible respond to the consultation
https://consultations.caa.co.uk/ga/pilot-medical-declaration-pmd-phase-2-review/

which closes in early January, and in particular Q15 which is about allowing a PMD to be
used for an application for an SPL. Not to do so places an unnecessary burden of expense
on solo pilots wishing to progress with their gliding.

More information about converting your BGA gliding certificate to an SPL can be found here.

Facelift for the clubhouse

Thanks to the generosity of Jon
Sugden in donating his company’s
unwanted office furniture and
carpet, and the hard work of a team
of members, the briefing room has
been transformed. There is a new
smart-screen, furniture and carpet,
plus we have cleared out a lot of
redundant IT equipment that had
accumulated over the years.

[ “Up a bit, down a bit, to you....”
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Phase 2 of the project is to replace the office
furniture and carpet — which also includes clearing
| out a lot of old paperwork. This should happen in
the next couple of weeks.

Phase 3 will be to carpet the main room of the
clubhouse, which will make it warmer and a more
attractive place to spend time.

" Volunteers welcome — look out for calls for help on
the Whatsapp group.

Opportunity for Juniors

The Honourable Company of Air Pilots Gliding is offering
scholarships to students aged 16-25.

:j’?( /‘. : _4 The aim of the Scholarship is to assist the successful candidates,
% ey who might otherwise not have the necessary resources to have
e \\ the chance to experience gliding, either on a week-long

S ST AN residential course, or at a local gliding club on a lesson-by-lesson
RO -t basis. The Scholarship will cover direct training costs and

THe HonourasLE company of  Fesidential accommodation; travel expenses to and from the
AIR PILOTS training centre will be the responsibility of the Scholarship winner.

More information about the scholarship and how to apply can be found here.

Closing date for applications is Tuesday 6™ February 2024 at 12 noon.

Airspace information

The BGA airspace webpages have been reformatted to improve access to important
information. The pages can be seen here. Topics include:

e ATZs and MATZs

« NOTAMs

o Parachute Drop Zones

o Rules of the air

o Non-transponder areas above FL100
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Club Communications
We use WhatsApp groups, as below:

Booker Gliding Club — general club information and notifications including details of online daily
briefings

Booker Instructors — information and swap requests for instructors
Booker Expeditions — set up in the run up to each expedition.
If you wish to be included in any of these groups, contact the CFI.

Booker XC — for tasks, cross country discussion and feedback — contact Jane Moore or ask for a link
on the main Whatsapp group

Booker Chat - for general chitchat — contact Jane Moore

Condor Flyers — for those wanting to join in Condor group sessions — contact Bob Smith or Henry
Ross or ask for a link on the main Whatsapp group.

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest
Club news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and
informative Club documents. The Members’ page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but
certain documents, such as committee minutes, need a user ID and password. To obtain these, go to
the members’ page and click on the ‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and
membership number.

For the latest news about what’s happening check out
https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub

The Booker blog is no longer maintained but has a wealth of pics and stories from
previous years
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/

*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Club or committee ***

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please
send it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com
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