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September 2023

Member achievements

Simon Jones took advantage of a good day in August to do his

Silver Distance flight to Enstone, Chris Rowland obliging with a

road retrieve. Pictured here flying high at Aboyne — maybe he can

~get his 5-hour flight during this year's expedition to complete his
Silver badge.

Alex Phillips, who has
been flying with Graham
Saw, has added
Aerobatics to his
instructor rating. He followed that up by winning
the 2023 Coachmakers De Haviland
Scholarship to gain his PPL flying Tiger Moths.

The Worshipful Company of Coachmakers and
Coach Harness Makers awards the Sir Geoffrey
de Havilland Flying Scholarship to enable a young
person to gain a Private Pilot’s Licence. It has
been made annually since 2014 and offers
training to PPL standard in the classic and vintage
de Havilland DH82A Tiger Moths of the
Cambridge Flying Group (CFG).

Rob Kehr took his beautiful Super Javelot to the 50" International rally of the Vintage Glider
Club rally at Aston Down (29 Aug — 6 Sep) where he won a commendation for its restoration.
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September 2023

Task weekend

After July’s seemingly endless rain, August produced more traditional summer weather,
enabling some cross-country flying at long last. With this in mind, Paul Brice organised
another task weekend over the bank holiday — which did what UK bank holidays usually do
and produced unhelpful showers. The Monday was better and it was possible to escape the
airfield, although only two people — Tim Scott and Jim White — completed the task.

Many thanks to Paul for all the organising, and to everyone who joined in and made it an
enjoyable and instructive event.

From the Treasurer

We are now getting towards the end of the season, and the end of our first year back at
Booker. The weather has not been as kind as last year, so activity was lower than we had
hoped, but it was great to be back. Although instruction was not available every day, we
always had a tug and pilot on the good days when solo pilots wanted to fly. The membership
year ends on 30" September and so subscription fees become due. The committee has
decided to reward our loyal members with a reduction on the full membership fee when paid
on time. Thank you for your continued loyalty and commitment to our club.

The fees for the coming year are as follows:

Full Flying Members

Regular rate for year to 30" Sept 2024* £695
Current members rejoining after October 2023 £745

DD payers from 1%t October* 9 x £85 pm
Junior members (under 26 on 15t Oct 2023) £347.50
Current Juniors rejoining after October 2023 £372.50

In addition to the above all flying members must pay the BGA fee
(last year £34).

*Note no pro rata reductions for late joiners until after April 2024

Non-flying members
Associate £80

Facilities Fees

Launch facilities plus glider in trailer park £390

SLMG £1,350

Second (empty) trailer £200

Hangar space (powered aircraft) £3,600 plus VAT
Trailer in hangar during winter (for min 4 months) £90pm

John Otty
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September 2023

Summer ice cream and barbeque

How many clubs have ice cream at the launch point?
On 2 September Vijay Hanspal set up his ice cream
maker on the bus and dispensed free ice cream to
members and visitors. It was a
great addition to a late
summer’s day.

.- Many thanks to Vijay for his
:, efforts and generosity.

In the evening we enjoyed another barbeque, courtesy of the Air Adventures café, where we
were able to enjoy the sunset as well as good company. Thanks to Bob Smith for
organising the event.

There have also been some Friday evening Fish ‘n’ Chips events after the hangar doors are
shut.

And there is a rumour that there may be a meal in a local hostelry in mid-December, watch
this space.
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September 2023

Members helping to keep the show on the road

Booker is a volunteer club and relies on members doing their bit to cover all the tasks that
need doing. Thanks are due, amongst others, to:

David Harborne and Kevin Barnes for making sure the buggies are operational.

Mike Sinclair for keeping the grass round the clubhouse cut — and Rob Kehr for stepping in
while Mike was away.

Richard Aldous for noticing the box of dirty polishing cloths
in the hangar cupboard and taking them home to wash. Also
for providing a vacuum cleaner for cleaning dry grass and
other dirt from cockpits — it's in the hangar cupboard too.

Robert Turner for further enhancements to the bus — a
foldaway table and (coming soon) a rail to hang ropes from.

Graham Saw for making a frame to hold the fire
extinguishers on the bus.

Phil Cumming, John Otty, Jan McCoshim and Vijay Hanspal for giving tug GH a deep
clean.

The Sim Team working on getting it operational again — see below.

S And not forgetting........

....members who turn up and
help at the launchpoint — it
makes life very much easier for
instructors if there are helpers to
meet and greet visitors, keep the
log, and launch and retrieve gliders
to enable an efficient turnround.

You can add your name to the duty
rota as Ops Support - please

y contact Bob Smith via WhatsApp
for a link and simple instructions.
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September 2023

Update on the club’s gliding simulator

A team of club members has been working steadily on maintenance, repairs and an upgrade
to the Booker simulator. It is now operating with a more reliable donated Windows 10 PC. It
has models of the K21 and ASW19 as well as the Duo Discus and we are hoping to
incorporate an improved K13 model soon.

Club members David McGrath, Richard Hill, Pete Wyld, Robin Willgoss, Henry Ross,
Bob Smith, Graham Saw and James Giles have all devoted time to the project. The team
is also getting support from former club member Paul Clarke and a small financial
contribution from the committee.

It is not quite ready for general club member use yet, but is being tested and hopefully, with
a bit of a wash and brush up, it will be ready to fly by the time of the next newsletter.

To whet your appetite, just a few examples of what you can do in the simulator.
- familiarisation with basic ridge and thermal soaring skills
= pre solo pilots can carry out cross country training flights
= familiarisation with Oudie use
- familiarisation with local airspace boundaries
> spin recognition and prolonged spinning practice
= instructors under training can practise patter and training exercises
= familiarisation with our expedition sites

There will be an opportunity to make further improvements once the simulator is running
again, however, this will almost certainly require some sort of club member funding activity.
More details will be released via the next newsletter and/or WhatsApp.
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September 2023

Last day of the September heatwave

The best way to enjoy the weather was to get the T21, which belongs to a syndicate of club
members, out of the hangar and into the air. Here is course member Tim Mann about to
launch with syndicate member James Roland.

The weather started to break and there was a spit or two of rain, but in an open cockpit
glider you soon dry off!
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September 2023

Safety notes — from the BGA

Safe soaring

The BGA’s soaring protocol aims to describe known good practice based on many decades
of hard-learned experience.

All soaring pilots are encouraged to view the protocol here.

Aerotow launch failures

Aerotow launch failures are rare. Following a low aerotow launch failure, there may be
reluctance by pilots to land ahead in a field and instead attempt a low turn. Following a low
launch failure, landing ahead in a field is a safer option than stalling or spinning from a turn
or hitting the ground whilst turning.

This S&G article by BGA Safety Committee chairman, Tim Freegarde, that was published
in June this year, describes the topic in detail including the factors that influence a pilot’s
actions and the importance of preparation, including E for eventualities. The BGA Instructor
Manual and The BGA Student Pilot Manual also provide clear guidance on the topic.

Ground towing damage

BGA accident and incident occurrence data demonstrates that so far during 2023, there
have been four accidents on the ground when towing gliders. Three of those accidents
involved substantial damage.

Read more here, including how to avoid this type of damage.

Dates for your diary

2023
Autumn expedition: 7th — 215t October — Aboyne
Midwinter dinner: to be announced

Page 8


https://gliding.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bd1f3f44b8168ee05b4b5dcd&id=41b53737d5&e=907a22b0f6
https://gliding.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bd1f3f44b8168ee05b4b5dcd&id=fd1e4a5056&e=907a22b0f6
https://gliding.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bd1f3f44b8168ee05b4b5dcd&id=c61f4e49d6&e=907a22b0f6
https://gliding.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bd1f3f44b8168ee05b4b5dcd&id=74f807585e&e=907a22b0f6
https://gliding.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bd1f3f44b8168ee05b4b5dcd&id=74f807585e&e=907a22b0f6
https://gliding.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bd1f3f44b8168ee05b4b5dcd&id=c6fc7905b9&e=907a22b0f6
https://gliding.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3bd1f3f44b8168ee05b4b5dcd&id=8eeb548fef&e=907a22b0f6

September 2023

Club Communications
We use WhatsApp groups, as below:

Booker Gliding Club — general club information and notifications including details of online daily
briefings

Booker Instructors — information and swap requests for instructors
Booker Expeditions — set up in the run up to each expedition.
If you wish to be included in any of these groups, contact the CFlI.

Booker XC — for tasks, cross country discussion and feedback — contact Jane Moore or ask for a link
on the main Whatsapp group

Booker Chat - for general chitchat — contact Jane Moore

Condor Flyers — for those wanting to join in Condor group sessions — contact Bob Smith or Henry
Ross or ask for a link on the main Whatsapp group.

The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest
Club news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and
informative Club documents. The Members’ page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but
certain documents, such as committee minutes, need a user ID and password. To obtain these, go to
the members’ page and click on the ‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and
membership number.

For the latest news about what’s happening check out
https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub

The Booker blog is no longer maintained but has a wealth of pics and stories from
previous years
http://bookergc.blogspot.com/

*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the
views of the Club or committee ***

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition please
send it to Jane Moore at xmoore@gmail.com

Published by Booker Gliding Club
WYCOMBE AIR PARK, MARLOW, BUCKS SL7 3DP
Office Tel: 01494 442501
Booker Gliding Club Ltd registered in England, number 1492733
Registered office: Wycombe Air Park, Booker, Marlow, Bucks, SL7 3DP
VAT number: 350 4182 83
© Booker Gliding Club 2023
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