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A slightly quieter month on the achievement front, but members are still working hard on 
reaching their goals. 
 

Richard Ashton has 
passed his SPL theory 
test in one sitting 
from self-study, an 
impressive feat. 
 

16-year-old Junior 
Alexandre 

Lomondais has 
converted to the 

Pegase, the grin says 
it all. 

 
 
 

Membership renewal for 2026/7 
 
We are now getting towards the end of what has been a good season with some great 
gliding weather even if it was a little too hot and blue at times. I am delighted that we have 
had Adam with us for a third year and his enthusiasm and hard work has helped us to 
maintain a good level of activity and attract a few more members than last year. I am also 
looking forward to the delivery of our new Eurofox towplane in October and we may even 
see the Cub flying soon. The membership year ends on 30th September, so subscription 
fees will become due. The committee has decided to hold membership fees almost the same 
as last year. The BGA fee is incorporated into the membership fee, and since that fee has 
increased by £3, the total membership fee has risen slightly. The fees for 2026/7 are as 
follows: 
 

Full Flying Members 

Year to 30 Sept 2027 (including BGA fee of £40)  £736 

Current members rejoining after 15 Oct    £786 (inc £50 joining fee) 
DD payers from 1 Oct 2026     9 x £90 pm 

 

Full members joining from May will pay one sixth of the full fee for each month remaining 
until 30 Sept 2027, plus the £50 joining fee and BGA fee. 
 

Country members 

Must live more than 60nm from Booker    £460 
(including BGA fee of £40) 
 
 

Members’ achievements 
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Juniors 

Junior members (under 26 on 1 Oct 2026   £368 

Current junior members rejoining after 15 Oct 2026  £393 (inc £25 joining fee) 
 

Junior members joining after 15 Oct 2026 will pay the full fee, plus the £25 joining fee. On 
the anniversary of joining they will pay pro rata to 30 Sept 2028 to align with the membership 
year 
 

Juniors under 23 on 1 Oct 2026 pay a reduced 75% of full price for launches and no soaring 
fees (not to be taken with other discounts eg aerobatic tow) 
 

Non-flying members 

Associate        £80 

 

Facilities Fees 

Launch facilities plus glider in trailer park   £390 

 

Launch fees and soaring fees remain at last year’s prices. 
 

You can pay your membership: preferably by bank transfer which avoids any bank charges 

Booker Gliding Club Ltd 
Sort code 20-40-71 
Account 30173738 

Or by card in the office when Jenni is in, or by asking her to take it by direct debit - both 
these methods involve bank charges. 
Thank you for your continued loyalty and commitment to our club. 
 
John Otty 
 

Training news 
 
From Solo to Sailplane Pilot Licence 
As in previous years, the club will provide support over the 
winter for members who would like to qualify for an SPL. We will 
provide a series of Saturday morning lectures between 
December and March. Provisional dates will appear in the 
October newsletter. This year we have an expanded set of 
topics, for example the schedule will include more in-depth 
training on some of the cockpit software pilots are using today.  
 
There will be a kick-off session at 0930 on Saturday 5th 
December in the clubhouse. In addition to an SPL theory intro 
we will cover how practical items such as field landings, skills 
test and navigation will be delivered, and how and where to fit 
these into your training programme. The session will be 
supported by at least three senior instructors and include a discussion forum to share ideas 
and find out how you would prefer this training to be delivered during 2027. Please make a note 
in your diary. 
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Annual Flying Development  
Adam is proposing the introduction of an annual flying development session for all. This would 
not be a test, no pass or fail, but give all pilots the opportunity to fly with an instructor to ensure 
safe flying and competency. It would also ensure pilots meet their rolling recency requirements.  
 
Instructors 
There will be a 4-day instructor development window at the start of 2027 to regain any instructor 
currency lost over the winter, to enable instructors to practise any exercises they have not 
taught for a while, and to ensure instructor standardisation. The proposal is for two midweek 
and two weekend days to give all instructors the opportunity to participate. This will be at 
Instructor Training rates. 
 
BGA FI(S) refresher seminar 
The next available date for a seminar (required every 3 years) is 20th/21st October 2026. You can 
book here:  
FI(S) Refresher Seminar - 20th - 21st October 2026 - Online - Pilot & Club Info 
 
 

Words from the Workshop 
 
Hey folks, the Fairies have nearly finished repairing 319 after its wheels up landing so it should 
be flying again soon.  
 
316 has had its release hooks replaced – it has to be done after a certain number of open/close 
cycles. KCZ next. 
 
While working on 316 we found ballast under the cushion – not a problem unless the next 
person to fly is inexperienced and misses it. It was only attached at one side too. Next year we 
hope to prepare the glider for visible orange removable ballast fitted in the front footwell. Plays 
havoc with your ballast checks if you don’t know it’s there! 
 
Thanks for your continued support and help 
The Workshop Fairies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://members.gliding.co.uk/events/fis-refresher-seminar-20th-21st-october-2026-online/
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EuroFox update 
 
We are now entering the final stage of the project. The aircraft is registered with the CAA as G-
CNFB and the club has joined the British Microlight Aircraft Association. FB was test flown by 
EuroFox Saturday 26th September, it all went as planned without issue. 
 
EuroFox is now raising the Permit To Fly with the BMAA. This takes 7-14 days to process. Once 
this and other paperwork is complete, Phil Cumming will collect the aircraft (approx 2 weeks). 
When it arrives at Booker we have further minor work to complete before we start flying later in 
October. 
 
Simon Hay FI(A) will complete Differences and Turbo Training for our tug pilots. Phil and James 
Gibson will explore the new tug’s performance with further test flying/towing and adjust our 
operating procedures, then start completing on-line coaching with the team. On Saturday 3rd 
October there is the initial ground school meeting to go through the EuroFox 915iS differences 
and operation. We will run GH in parallel to start with, it will go offline for its annual at the end of 
the year. 
 
Note to members: No touching of the EuroFox unless trained – they are much lighter and more 
easily damaged. There are only two places for manoeuvring the aircraft: on the prop blade by 
the hub and the two rear handles on the fuselage. Especially do not push on the struts  
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Field re-grading – no more holes! 
 
On Monday 28th September the digger arrived, to start work on regrading a strip of our field. The 
first step is to plough it up and harrow it multiple times to produce a fine tilth. The next step will 
be importing soil to fill up the large holes which have developed and then compressing it. After 
that it will be left for a few weeks to settle. Finally it will be sprayed with weedkiller and drilled 
with grass seed which will grow over the winter and give us a smooth surface by the spring. 
Operations will be adjusted while the strip is out of action  
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Aboyne expedition 2026 
 
Those members who will soon be setting off for Deeside will be looking forward to this view of 
the airfield. There is still time for last minute joiners! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Harborne preparing 315’s 
trailer for the trip – his assistant 
Deiniol Heywood took the pic 
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Dates for your diary 
 
Adam Berrisford is instructing Tuesday to Friday for the season. Mondays are for licensed 
pilots only. Member instructors cover weekends. 
 
For day-to-day ops, check the duty rota: https://bookergliding.co.uk/rota 
 
3 October – Tug pilot meeting at 1800 in the clubhouse 
 
5 December – kick off session for Solo to SPL programme at 0930 in the clubhouse 
 
 
Expeditions:  

10 – 25 October – Autumn expedition to Deeside Gliding Club, Aboyne 

 

Picture of the month 

 

 

 

 

Steve returns from another epic flight 

Throwback to 2017 
and some flying 
saucers at Aboyne 

https://bookergliding.co.uk/rota


     September 2026 

 
Page 9 

 

 
 
Club Communications 
We use WhatsApp groups, as below: 
 
Booker Gliding Club – general club information and notifications including details of online daily 
briefings 
 
Booker Instructors – information and swap requests for instructors 
 
Booker Expeditions – set up in the run up to each expedition. 
 
If you wish to be included in any of these groups, contact the CFI. 
 
Booker XC – for tasks, cross country discussion and feedback – contact Jane Moore or ask for a link on 
the main WhatsApp group 
 
Booker Chat - for general chitchat – contact Jane Moore 
 
Condor Flyers – for those wanting to join in Condor group sessions – contact Bob Smith or Henry Ross 
or ask for a link on the main WhatsApp group. 
 
The Booker GC website at www.bookergliding.co.uk has a Members Page. This contains the latest Club 
news snippets and links to previous newsletters, meeting minutes and several useful and informative 
Club documents. The Members’ page is accessible to everybody (not just members) but certain 
documents, such as committee minutes, need a user ID and password. To obtain these, go to the 
members’ page and click on the ‘email Administrator’ link. Don’t forget to include your name and 
membership number. 

 
For the latest news about what’s happening check out  

https://www.facebook.com/bookerglidingclub 
 

The Booker blog is no longer maintained but has a wealth of pics and stories from previous 
years 

 http://bookergc.blogspot.com/  
 

 
*** All views expressed within the newsletter are those of the contributors and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the Club or committee *** 
 

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. If you would like to submit an article for a future edition, please send 
it to Jane Moore at jxmoore@gmail.com 
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